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The Miraculous Usage of the Term “Winds” in the Qur’an:
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Abstract
This study presents a rhetorical and semantic analysis of the occurrence of the
term “al-riyah” (winds, plural) in the Qur’an, focusing on the expressive and
miraculous distinctions between the plural form “al-riyah” and the singular form
“al-rth” (wind). It aims to uncover the precision of Qur’anic expression and the
depth of harmony between the context in which each term appears and its
intended meaning. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach by
surveying all occurrences of the terms “al-riyah” and “al-rih” in the Qur’an and
analyzing them in light of both the general and specific Qur’anic contexts. It also
draws on classical works of Qur’anic exegesis and rhetoric to identify the
semantic and expressive differences between the two forms and to relate them to
the doctrinal and rhetorical purposes of the Qur’anic text. The study concludes
that the plural form “al-riyah” is most often used in contexts of mercy, glad
tidings, and fertility, suggesting multiplicity, gentleness, and gradual progression,
as in the verse: “And it is He who sends the winds as good tidings before His
mercy.” In contrast, the singular form “al-rih” frequently appears in contexts of
punishment, severity, and destruction, reflecting unity and overwhelming force,
as in the verse: “And We sent against them a furious wind on a day of unrelenting
misfortune.” The findings demonstrate that the choice between the plural and
singular forms is not arbitrary but governed by a precise semantic and rhetorical
system closely tied to the nature of the context and its expressive function. This
usage reflects a significant aspect of the Qur’an’s rhetorical inimitability, where
the linguistic structure and intended meaning are perfectly integrated, reinforcing
doctrinal significance and highlighting the eloquence and precision of Qur’anic
discourse.

Keywords: Inimitability, Winds, Qur’anic Context, Lexical Usage, Semantics.
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Abstract:

The article examines emotion as the fundamental pillar underpinning Arabic

poetry and the decisive element through which its authenticity is revealed and

its artistic sincerity and aesthetic value are assessed. It is grounded in a critical
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awareness that Arabic literary production in Nigeria is distinguished by a
sincere and intense emotional vitality, particularly in praise poetry, where the
poetic experience is deeply intertwined with firmly established religious and
scholarly relationships, giving rise to verse that emanates from a genuine and
living sensibility.

The study seeks to offer a rigorous analytical investigation of the poetic
experience of Shaykh Muhammad Balarabe al-Gusawi, one of the foremost
figures and pioneers of Arabic poetry in Nigeria. Focusing on his Lamiyyah
composed in praise of Shaykh Ibrahim al-Kaulakhi, the article aims to explore
the manifestations of poetic emotion within the text, to examine its
psychological and aesthetic dimensions, and to elucidate its expressive force
and artistic efficacy.

The article concludes that poetry within this mode of expression transcends
mere verbal ornamentation and rhetorical craftsmanship; rather, it constitutes
a sincere emotional effusion, an authentic articulation of inner consciousness,
and a reflective medium that captures the intensity of feeling and the depth of
lived experience. Consequently, it acquires a profound literary and human

significance, and assumes an enduringly authentic character.
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ABSTRACT
Elegy is one of the most prominent genres of Arabic poetry, both

classical and modern. It is distinguished as a sincere expression of human
emotions arising from grief and sorrow over the loss of loved ones or eminent
figures. In it, the portrayal of feelings of loss and longing, as well as the
evocation of cherished memories, becomes evident. It also reveals the poet’s
most delicate emotions and highlights the finest qualities of the deceased.
Indeed, elegy often reflects human virtues and noble character more vividly
than in the genres of description and praise, due to its greater sincerity,
endurance, beauty, and emotional transparency. Among the poets who
excelled in this genre during the twentieth century and the beginning of the
twenty-first century is Muhammad Bello b. Abi Bakr Kanwa, who composed
elegies not only for scholars and loved ones but also for cities and vanishing
traditions. The researchers observed in his ra’iyyah poem a refined
craftsmanship and profound meaning, which prompted them to study it in
order to uncover its aesthetic features and the elegiac values it embodies.
This study aims to highlight the poet’s ability to employ the themes of elegy
and to demonstrate how he structures its elements, moving from lamentation
and wailing to eulogy, and finally concluding with consolation and
supplication for forgiveness. The researchers adopt an inductive-analytical
approach. The study is organized as follows: an introduction to the poet, a
discussion of the concept of elegy and its elements according to literary
scholars, an analysis of the poem, followed by the conclusion, notes, and
references. The study arrives at several key findings. It shows that the poet
skillfully employs the elements of elegy in a gradual artistic progression that
reflects the emotional transition from grief to acceptance. The poem is marked
by sincerity of feeling and depth of emotional experience, which lends it a
strong impact on the reader. The poet also demonstrates an ability to blend the
traditional style of elegy with a modern expressive touch, achieving a balance
between authenticity and innovation. Furthermore, the poem reveals a
richness of imagery and rhetorical structures that effectively convey the
meanings of loss and sorrow. The study also indicates that elegy in the poet’s
work extends beyond individuals to include places and fading values, thereby
broadening the scope of the poetic experience. Finally, the artistic structure of
the poem is characterized by a clear thematic unity and strong coherence
among its parts, enhancing its aesthetic quality and literary value.
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Abstract:

The title of the article is based on lessons derived from the novel “Nayl
al-Muram bi Ziyarat Madinat Durham” (Attaining Desire through Visiting the
City of Durham), presented as an applied semiotic study drawn from the
narrative. Semiotics is one of the most prominent stylistic features in the
structure of travel prose, owing to its effective role in deepening linguistic and
semiotic description.

The research problem is framed around the following question: an applied
semiotic study which includes travel semiotics and the identification of
denotative, connotative, and geographical meanings, with a focus on the
linguistic aspect of denotative meaning.

The study aims to highlight the extent of the Nigerian writer’s skill in
describing historical places in America, as well as to analyse how semiotic
elements are employed. It also seeks to uncover the application of semiotics
and reveal the author’s success in both application and analysis.

The research is structured as a clear framework that includes an abstract and
an introduction, followed by several chapters:
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Abstracts:
Arabic poetry, with its rich variety of styles and refined artistic techniques,
occupies a prominent position in the field of Arabic studies due to its
important role in expressing aesthetic and emotional values and highlighting
the artistic features that characterize the Arabic poetic experience across the
ages. This article, entitled “Style in the Poetry of Shaikh Muhammad al-Amin
Ibrahim al-Senegali: A Stylistic Study Focused on His Dal-Ending Poems,”
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aims to examine the stylistic features that distinguish his poetry through the
analysis of selected Dal-ending poems in order to reveal the characteristics of
his artistic vision and expressive structure. The study seeks to identify his
most significant stylistic features, including lexical choices, linguistic
structures, rhythmic patterns, figurative imagery, and the use of rhetorical
devices in constructing poetic texts, while also examining the influence of
cultural and religious environments on shaping his poetic language and the
extent of his engagement with the Arabic poetic tradition, as well as
highlighting his distinctive artistic qualities that reflect his contemporary
poetic experience. The study adopts a stylistic approach based on analyzing
the linguistic and artistic structures of the texts to achieve a deeper
understanding of their aesthetic features and to emphasize his position among

African poets who have contributed to enriching contemporary Arabic poetry
through their unigue styles and creative expressions.
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Abstract

| addressed this research paper and its types in some of the elegies of Sheikh
Abu Bakar Al-Siddiq Koko. The article has been divided into an introduction
and a conclusion, and the elegiac poem has been discussed with regard to its
different types. | also presented a brief biography of the poet and his scholarly
standing, and his position in the literary arena. | examined the structure of the
elegy in all its technical aspects and its artistic elements, and | portrayed the
poet’s feelings in an elegant and moving manner.
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The artistic Personification in the Poem “Guruza Revolution” by the

poet Ikiilu Aliyu: An Analytical critical study
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Abstract:

This research examines an artistic phenomenon in modern criticism known as
personification, which is considered a structural tool in building poetic
imagery and an aesthetic element that adds emotional impact to the poetic text
and coherence among its images. The scope of this study is a poem by one of
the contemporary Nigerian poets, specifically from the southern region of
Sokoto.

The motivation for writing this paper is that the two researchers examined the
poem “Guroziyyah Revolution” by the poet Iklil Ali and realized that it is rich
in artistic personification. Therefore, they decided to identify its occurrences
in the poem and study them through analytical examination.

The article aims to explore the functions performed by artistic personification
in constructing poetic imagery. Its problematic are represented in the
followingquestions: Is personification merely a decorative element, or does it
have a functional role in
building poetic imagery? What poetic images were constructed through
personificationin the poem “Guruza Revolution”, and what is the artistic value

of this poem?
The article adopts both descriptive and analytical approaches. The researchers
arrived at

several findings, including that personification is not merely a decorative
element; rather, it is a structural tool in building poetic imagery in the poem.
Among its functions
are creating emotional interaction with the reader, bringing abstract meanings
closer to
sensory perception, and producing symbolism and suggestion instead of direct
expression.

Keywords: Personification — Function — Poem — IKlilu .
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ABSTRACT:

This is done to bring the hidden into the open, and to bring the distant
closer, thus elevating the meanings and enhancing their beauty. It is an
artistic technique that aims to provide a better understanding of certain
characteristics by comparing them to something else. This is achieved
through the use of words that indicate the poet's reliance on elements of
nature in his imagery, enhancing the verbal imagery and making the texts
more evocative and impactful.
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A Descriptive Study of Isa Alabi Abubakar’s Arabic Poem
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Abstract:

Palestinian issue is of great concern, generally from the world Muslims and
specifically from the Arabic poets, who composed several poems for
addressing the issue, to showcase their feelings towards the unbearable event
objectifying their brethren, with invasion, house arrest and threatening. Isa
Alabi Abubakar’s poem titled “ Palestine Calls on You addresses the threat
against the Palestinians who have been undergoing series of the acts of
objectification and therefore, the poet aimed at its descriptive study, by
illustrating its themes, emotions, imaginations, prosodic meters and rhetorical
embellishments. The methodology adopted involved the historical method for
documenting the poet’s biography, and descriptive method for analysis of the
poems contents and aesthetics. It was affirmed that the poet fulfilled the
requirements of the poetic composition to a very large extent, while the
recommendation was to pointed out for the Arabic specialists to continue to
study creative works that discuss issues relating to human development.
Keywords: Palestinian Poem, Isa Alabi, Descriptive Study.
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ABSTRACT
This study titled “Social Criticism in the Poetry of Professor Isa Alabi Abu
Bakr: An Analytical Study”, explores the concept of social criticism, its
definition, and its emergence in Nigerian Arabic Literature. It discusses the
life of the poet, Isa Alabi, covering his birth, education, teaching, and literary
achievements. The researcher presents the text of the poem being studied
which comprises of 27 verses, explaining its context. A thorugh explaining of
the poem’ s content is provided to aid readers’ understanding. Finally, the

researcher extracts and analyses the manifestations of social criticism in the
poem, citing historical events referenced in the poem.
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Abstract

This study examines the phenomenon of syntactical deviation in Surah Al-
Qiyamah as an effective stylistic mechanism that contributes to meaning
construction and purposeful discourse orientation in the Qur’anic text. It aims
to identify the patterns of structural deviation within the surah-such as
foregrounding and postponement, ellipsis, shifts in grammatical perspective,
and departures from conventional sentence order-and analyse their impact on
semantic intensification psychological effect, and the articulation of the
surah’s central themes, particularly the affirmation of resurrection, the
refutation of deniers, and the vivid portrayal of the Day of Judgment.
Adopting a stylistic — and analytical approach and drawing upon classical
Arabic grammatical and rhetorical insights the study explores the dynamic
relationship between syntactic structure and the pragmatic function of
discourse. The findings reveal that syntactic deviation in the surah is not a
mere formal departure from linguistic norms; rather, it is a deliberate artistic
choice that fulfills persuasive and directive purpose. It generates discursive
movement that elevates the recipient from passive reception to emotional
engagement with the scenes of the hereafter, thereby affirming that syntactic
structure in the Qur’anic text functions as a powerful semantic and epistemic
instrument in shaping perception and reinforcing conviction.

Keywords:

Syntactic Deviation, Surah Al-Qiyamah, Discourse Orientation, Qur’aninc
Stylistics, Grammatical Structure.
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Abstracts

This paper aims to explore the impact of Arabic rhetoric in clarifying
figurative expressions (metaphor) in the Holy Qur’an, and to demonstrate its
role in deepening the semantic understanding of the Qur’anic text while
highlighting its aesthetic and expressive dimensions. The study adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach by examining and analyzing figurative usages
in light of established rhetorical principles. The significance of this paper lies
in its contribution to shedding light on a subtle rhetorical aspect of the
Qur’anic miracle, particularly the use of figurative language to convey
meanings more effectively and precisely. It also seeks to illustrate how such
rhetorical devices guide accurate interpretation of Qur’anic texts. Following
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the introduction, the paper consists of a theoretical framework that
establishes the concept of metaphor in Arabic rhetoric, a section dedicated to
the concept of the word “mother” (al-umm) in the Qur’an with an analysis of
its figurative usages and contextual implications, and a conclusion presenting
the key findings of the study, along with recommendations and a list of
references and footnotes.
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Abstract:

Mu’minin -This study explores the external musicality in the poetry of Amir al
Muhammad Bello through an applied prosodic analysis of thyme movements
ey element of poetic rhythm. It aims to highlight the musical beauty of as a k
.his poetry and his adherence to Arabic prosodic and rhyming rules. The study

analytical method with practical analysis of selected -adopts a descriptive
e movements such as majra, nafadh, hadhw, poetic samples, focusing on rhym
ishba‘, tawjih, and rass. The findings reveal the poet’s mastery in employing
.external rhythm, reflecting his poetic skill and artistic originality

,Keywords: External Musicality, Rhyme Movements, Muhammad Bello
Prosody.
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Abstract:
The academic conference is considered a knowledge platform for exchanging
expertise and discussing societal issues. However, participation in such
conferences goes beyond merely presenting papers to broader horizons of
personal development and professional engagement. This study examines the
reality of the participation of women specialized in Arabic and Islamic Studies
in academic conferences in Nigeria, aiming to identify the opportunities and
challenges surrounding such participation. The study adopts a descriptive-
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analytical approach, relying on direct observation of a number of relevant
conferences. The study concludes with a set of findings that highlight both the
strengths and shortcomings of women’s participation. It also offers practical
recommendations that would enhance the presence of educated women in this
field and empower them to perform their academic roles more effectively,
thereby achieving a balance between current realities and future aspirations
for development. The paper is structured around three main axes as follows:
The first axis introduces the female researcher specialized in Arabic and
Islamic Studies, as well as the concept of the conference, its importance, and
objectives. The second axis discusses the reality of Arabic language
conferences in Nigeria, examining them between reality and aspiration. The
third axis addresses the challenges faced by women specialized in Arabic and
Islamic Studies during conferences.The paper concludes with the key
findings, along with a set of recommendations, and a list of footnotes and
references. The paper concludes with the main findings, followed by
recommendations, and a list of footnotes and references.
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Abstract

This study examines the role of educational and cultural initiatives in
promoting Arabic culture among students in the Islamic world, with special
reference to the Arab Reading Challenge, an annual competition organized
by the Government of Dubai. The competition has become one of the most
influential and inspiring projects aimed at encouraging reading,
strengthening linguistic competence, and deepening cultural awareness
among young learners. It is particularly remarkable because it is conducted
entirely in Modern Standard Arabic, while most of its participants are under
the age of seventeen. The researcher’s interest in this topic arose from
observing the contestants’ remarkable enthusiasm, eloquence, intellectual
maturity, and refined linguistic expression despite their young age.
Accordingly, the study seeks to answer the following questions: To what extent
does the project influence its participants? How far does it contribute to their
cultural and linguistic development? And what impact does the competition
have on viewers and the wider audience? The study aims to highlight the
significance of the Arab Reading Challenge as an effective model for
advancing Arabic culture and strengthening students’ attachment to the
Arabic language across the Islamic world. It also seeks to explore the
educational, cultural, and intellectual dimensions of the initiative, particularly
in light of the participation of more than one million students from over sixty
countries. To achieve these objectives, the study adopts the descriptive
method as an appropriate approach for analyzing the phenomenon and
arriving at relevant findings. The study concludes that such projects play a
vital role in cultivating Arabic cultural awareness, enhancing students’
expressive and intellectual abilities, and reinforcing the status of the Arabic
language among younger generations in diverse Islamic societies.
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Abstract :

This article is titled: “Rhetorical imagery in the Lamiyyatu of Sheikh
Muhammad Tukur Harun (Al- Baghwi) In praise; an analytical rhetorical
study” The aim of the research is to analyzethe verses of the poet Muhammad
Tukur (Al- Baghawi) in a rhetorical study. Extracting the phenomenon of
simile, metaphor and metonymy in the verses and presenting them to the
readers, then highlight the artistic characteristics and poetic purposes in the
verses, the researchers followed the research andanalysis method: they
analyzed the verses according to what was required by the technical rules and
the taste of the researchers in this phenomenon. Then the two researchers
talked about the poet’s life , including his lineage, birth upbringing, education,
scientific journeys, and scholars. Then the researchers discussed the definition
of thegraphic image. Then the researchwas conducted according to the order
of the science of analogy. Then metaphor, then metonymy, and finally the
conclusion and references.
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Abstract:

Adding an adjective to the descriptor and is a syntactic phenomenon known in
ancient and modern times. Have been written in the past and present time in
the books of grammar. The Diwan Qara’ihu Alfikr is one of the poets with
scientific value, because it contains wonderful poems that include scientific
issues in various aspects. There is no doubt that the extraction and study of
such phenomenon highlights the value of such texts in the scientific field. The
aim of this study is to highlight the value that lies in these texts. The study
method is a grammatical approach, and it concludes from the study that the

poet used this type of Idafa in more than thirty-two situations, and the
researchers sought to analyze pictures of them in this article.
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Abstract:

The use of present verb by Arab writers and media professionals
in the news titles was a feature of media writings, as is evident in
the headlines of daily newspapers. This is a problem that requires
a study that explores its mystery. The researcher is determined to
address the issue in this research, taking a sample from the
publications of some digital Arab websites affiliated with satellite
channels that broadcast in classical Arabic. The researcher aims to
reveal whether this use is consistent with the linguistic heritage or
subject to foreign influence embodied in the English language,
which dominates contemporary and media writings in the media
writings in the modern era with its styles. The research adopted
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the descriptive approach, hoping to reach the desired results that
add more knowledge to the Arab and human heritage.

dadll

o A5 el e (s i Lo <l Jgaay U¥g e aDladly 53lally o) sl
oy il dll ey (@01 galsa 3Ll s slly (BILY! e slally Gl
famg el o ] e e sl e ey el 531
A5L5 9 -0yl G L (yag - lladl lalll iy mn Losd il C3yla5 8
Sy gl abogiy (Jlad <l Aitdo dratdl Bal qiz¥ s Wlg JoaYl Laalll
s ) caal @Wlall § il Gelint oo laxlly dltlly galassyl Jelal|
e g9 3 clal piling pandl Laamy @ Uslusy bl oo Ly atlall
liag — adlsll lda e Jrasy dpall Al (S5 @] - LS5l gl Lebisiue
ol 4 Camiall (glie § analll Slus¥ ae glall Jaall cadsgs oL wilusyd
sda Sydtuiw -l sld o) — cmdl lia e wSall o LS Jslaall g
Ldzmso [yd5 (ened (o udiio L 3ladg cSoalll 5alll Iia 2ld Jolomsg 4l
G LayS3 pue oLl e Asliad wlgid i dal Gl g ASI) adlse (e 4
oo sl 4y el el Llad mllague iuosdl il s 54 ey ¢ 3lams¥ Aiy S
lolas @al Y §9 el Bl <l (30 Aaideg s ye il )
skl Jeladll 3 Laigyas 2 yall Al
JLast¥l A5Mg A yadl 2alll
Jlad¥ delsyg apmlami¥ 251
e oo cpolial (el oo e
st 3 goalll Hisll 92g dun
(amsadl Joall 2uie) (@Yl 3501 3520 Ay
Sl Salgag az e Lesliy Aaslil sy

269



Al e gzl U @i 8y gaalll 35ll 5L cpglic § gobiall Jaall Caylsss
g AW &yl amiall (any §5e1,

ISSN : 3141-2033 2026 (e cJs¥1 3l ¢l pons Ly AV, dmaler cgll Slubll 2 "5, 60

@siu! Jeladll § Lixigpag dayadl Aalll -]

oskas @ el e Slafll alial ol slate gl e dblasly Cisbul g
g o5l iadsaS callly sl e albly dies Gub (S Gle plladd sy aall
Gulel 6 Jsall o cudlal @ 53 JBT 1adsaS coall e @y cose cipliad
Lot Ll 253 wgaies ) slad] als 188 goalll patll codlaad Jgomg Ve
09539 ezl of calgtll @5land) degingay (Jaall cboliny gl lall Caglua]
ore Imy Laiagll Glall (elall Cigle) 3 Gl sles 096 o o9 (g LBY) anle
oY degingag cAablall oy Al 0¥ cugludd 1 Gilidly auall (8 yls ]l
QG LUl slee 098y op oY dle 09Ty «Amlidl 6159 st luzg @ Bagsll
4y ol asatl] § a0 3501 QL ol J) Jaal 391 oL
Wad> layag> 3 8,Sall 0sS5 of daslisg (o3l (wlall Colu¥l ga el
360 0 Y sl 8 Loy A A ykay LS50 LaLall 5540 40l g ciale
s liSy (Il 02 maddl lalse skl Lia e Jlte s <. siais
e o deg -V spad "OLAN MM 7 liSy (s dls gaSall "las ¥
bl il as § dblesall 2 z1y) Wleiwly sladl 581 aad yelud poull
Jaally glandl 4 fall wladl il eas 3 Yy «goladl Cboliadll 23] § ausall
Al Jais s claalll Ackially oally o3l @all Al as 3 s alalls
Baladl Jully @il Al o adlodl caalll foll sad Le Lol [ a8lesall
Clasdl @ Balsy yumlall Zopall Zalll s> cBlll glos § Lasyd Ll
polms Aadlss LajST A1 cAiat Codlul (o Bgiun a9 Aegito gyl LY
x5 g3 on ] OIS (l33 IS Grng iyl U § Aupall 2l
ST 1,81 LS Ty s glaiey Bolas climslall b’ 9 i e, 1S
13) tslall cyiiiug 18 Al el ae doyadl 2l Aigpe s walgddl s
O 15] Halsy Buale Blasl e LW wie polall Jasll Caudsys 2duall 1,3
(6).21.1.1.(‘.‘; Sy e lia

270



Al e gzl U @i 8y gaalll 35ll 5L cpglic § gobiall Jaall Caylsss
g AW &yl amiall (any §5e1,

ISSN : 3141-2033 2026 (e cJs¥1 3l ¢l pons Ly AV, dmaler cgll Slubll 2 "5, 60

JLadY Mg do ! &alll sl

(¥ plally @alll) JLd¥l aidly cdye anyall aalll &yl 5w Je
iyl us 2l Jlad¥ sda ity g ek & uaslly AL ogumill 4555
(ool Glasdl Oae dunds § s e o Lo 4l dpadl a1 § ool Jaadl
pesall o5 ol S s e STl sl ol ay of dadles clady dgals slaS
dudi @ Gan de Jo b plially oS (RS (@S LeiuS oS cowS e
ey O ddleg celaty a@mg s e (Jlana¥ly Jladl daizy olajy OAda
SEALIRN TS DL I PP TR PONPYSFV-FOMENY PPN S I P SRS POV RO |
b oidie el AY ay Cblell Jelall o Jaall e85 b e o Lo ¥l
Abolll 2asll el algud ae Aially bl e Juy o dzodles ey Dl
— o) ole Al L5 el A1 § JLast M o o 1 g e
plud e GLaS] pas @l e bb cadsgtll 3 aad b (Jedtus - sl
S 58U $onn ol Al JLadY 3 piall euuatll s g s cillatig
bl daally cuae Slusl e
Jlast aelyg duploms¥l Aalll LG

(Present) yolll g Lall Jadds ‘L ILasi Leliyy Byand uplesyl aalll Lof
(Future) Juazudly (laylu &ius Loe fang (Past) ool ¢ (¥ Siumy Lee pay g
O Lee nays (Future in the Past) ol § Jdiusy iy Sumiw lie payg
Lyl 4 Ao WYl sda (e ey Sy Bum @ AST ol 3 Gumiw

(8):\.@ oasele F¥19 (Aspects) yallaa

They :Jie (Lag>s Ul> of Bole ol Lad> e siay Lo ding (Simple) Jaguwudf -1
He usually goes by bus 5 « joldly wladll leslic! :saes usually go by bus

18" Loldb Claddl sliel” : daes
B8 digi> Setul yalls g3l)) LLaS e sa Lo dieg (Progressive) eiud! -2
(Is Studying) Jaalls "Y1 elax" :gaes He is studying now :Jie «luud abish

271



Al e gzl U @i 8y gaalll 35ll 5L cpglic § gobiall Jaall Caylsss
g AW &yl amiall (any §5e1,

ISSN : 3141-2033 2026 (e cJs¥1 3l ¢l pons Ly AV, dmaler cgll Slubll 2 "5, 60

o w” i saey She was getting into the car when she fell : Jiag « yaitus §5las
Next Year, he :Jiag « paiun oole (Was gerring) :Jaalld "5,Leud! LeoS, Alax]
(will be /iving) :Jaallé " Jall alall Lias sudiw” 1 gaey Will be szaying with us
O s Juits

They have :Jis cdic Cguxll cdy il Su> e siay b 4wy (Perfect) alall -3
o= stay (Past Progressive) yeius (oleg " gilf alalall 157" sany just eaten
When the police arrived the thieves had ;e « )31 Eigu> daxt qaail G
2 s S (e s Loy Al ¢ e Aazed ogealll 53le” s anes gone
A8 O39S Juall ‘AL:_H @ :éaey Next year, he will have left by 3'clock :Jis
o< s Loy «(Future Past Perfect) ol (Ldtus (ole gag "l dcludl § jole
She would have stayed but she :Jis « ;31 &Gu> Gigas> Yl Eampw oS Sus>
"Laiaiw §p31 Jelgd o ¥l 2B Jasnzu" i aaes had other engagements.
[(Future Perfect In the Past) sl 3 ol Ldius 5

O3 g eiwl Giu> (e fay L diag «(Perfect continuous) yeiwd | aldl -4
G ooyl i€ iaaes | have been studying up-till now :Jie cdie Eoasl!
Sd> ey kg o(Present Perfect continuous) jeius b gilias 929 ()Y
They had been studying for :Jis cdie Couxdl oy Jed (g zly ool § reiul
ol pabe 529 e Gt B Ogwys 193K" 1 aaay hours before | joined them
They :Jie « jatus Ldius Eu> ve pay Log «(Past Perfect continuous) yeius
Oslena” ey
(Future Perfect continuous) jeius a5 Ldius 929 "cnole ul yulad Jgus 3
She would have :Jis c&iu> of digu> jetuuw O Jdtus Sus e pay Loy
Lire s O0f uosds 0" i gaey been staying with us, hadn't she broke her leg.
(Future Perfect continuous in the jatus ol Jdtus gag "Ly HLusSl Yol
Cas gty - 55 g — ey @ Al Bl @ LW £U ) padd! |a Past)
AS5ud Wlrgall pglic Ayaye ASLE e cune SlusT e el lall Jaall

272

)Wi” have been working here for two years next February



Al e gzl U @i 8y gaalll 35ll 5L cpglic § gobiall Jaall Caylsss
g AW &yl amiall (any §5e1,

ISSN : 3141-2033 2026 (e cJs¥1 3l ¢l pons Ly AV, dmaler cgll Slubll 2 "5, 60

GUST! Jaed diny dliw adlas Losy Legdue 0956 G Loy caylogall &lus>
gl gl 1 Ay lel oplasans Greadley]
Ay o Gugliad Jiies (oo

plall Jasll Led pusinl duye cams § 5L3Y uolic (e Eomldl albl
) Asladll Gy Lpe AT oWl Jaall Jilae
e Johs aloh S3Lad, @lay " LA S0 el ) dzes 0l ol
I g5 ol " Sl o9l Al yatay sl
M)l sanT @l "ty g yama” 5y5len liidny alailly A Sl 2iall”
1 ) B33 JuS Lediny s Jﬁ-‘%/‘"

o Gemdly obsdl Axlas e geus Al Lty 58k il ulxe

(15)

11)

slrilleles 9 Olpes Sigdiog J3LA dgama @liy " L3 750
"z ad) J1s5%y OLad¥l Geas Dby 5lshlly B3lell (e 3dles UL
09 sty s 2STo u uall el ol

Ol U @lay "5 alall tup\g\w)uamj JUall OL@M#
ol "Ly BT J198Y aeiady deall Jxall Ao dilyly dizg) J56 ¢ Lall 425 2Ll
.18)6).‘:_&)! A

-ty -0l ~agaia -dzis) JdYl ol cugliadl 3 aylsdl Jlad¥ e el

(1 7.

Laead cealsg Zejlae JLadl LIS (patud -4 g3 -433 41,5 - 38150 - 95 - A8
walll Jaall Cadags oo QUSI Sleoml gl Lasdly c@alll @ Slusi e
Aoyall G G 3925l
eyliane Jladl Led Calvh Llgie opydies dunes Eom Ll 339 cranaied! joylazll 39
(WK A ylall Lladl cims bglass ogliadl (plag Lusle &slasi slaa
s Slasell" (sl Jg8 L@ji ccpobie MW Ll 539 HLL 8LS LY Q
Byoties 318 pi3 Lol,So¥ 2L ploll” saled lally ™ ,u_uupﬁ NP AY
Slalall @S Ll s3la 3eiy 2Ske " iaded llly ¥ Joul sl
2M,. W
-l

273



Al e gzl U @i 8y gaalll 35ll 5L cpglic § gobiall Jaall Caylsss
g AW &yl amiall (any §5e1,

ISSN : 3141-2033 2026 (e cJs¥1 3l ¢l pons Ly AV, dmaler cgll Slubll 2 "5, 60

pol SO sl JsB gag lusly Llgie oLl 3 Lilll Cigm 8L adse 39
02022 Jlaige eulais las zie e Lillly Luiyd

Graall sl sl Jgs Lsl «cmolic A0 B Ll (339 Ausyall 5 adgn §
Sl 4lsd Lty L ALl dllee Ja3 Ja Qb sy auall 5,80
Bsgaadl clacbus lsd Sy VLSl Loslunll corad dunlly 2 il
B 9L,60 3 %158 385 2Ll

Oglaill ionigy" :ilS o Lol « cpuglie M5 o Ll (339 p gl Liwg; 8LiE aBign 39
Botiall mias " ralyd Slilly P Han s Sllsa] e ol Jpiill g,
& Wy By ol gl sy alys dlally 772022 Jlutigll Call 55
e

syl pgiad 1" sl Jod Lol cpaslis B30 Ll 389 Ll 38 adga (§3
& o 631 aas LI s ity Pl spasdl slels e ol Ogale
S i Uy ealid o8y Jaznd plad 5 e "y dlally 7 lal
s Bl it L Als elge) calasy ol @t 155l g

O Ll slele” il Jgd g9 clumls Llyic cum Ll 359 aslll 3L3 adga 3
O o gisl LSSty BLAIS) e

AST s daalel 9" 1SN g3 Ledol comilgie &am Ll (389 0¥ BLB aBge 39
Bl gl s e el dsliasl mlias” salss Glally VL

oty e Laall" (ol 8 Lalol comilgie oLl 339 g (2 2 LB aBge 39
lyd ity V5 slan Llas 6 e 2022 52018 alshy (a9,e pamsd
UL § 40 By LY YL iy LSl s 7 L

Sl sl (s8I Jo8 Jo¥1 «cpglie Aanl Ll 359 24 (i 8 5Li3 adge 99
3, 4" alss Gy 2014 (Ll L clidiat § eae o 85y pa) ey
il ST e 3 ke Rogdy e fadt (I baliga) uyilal! aaall

) ms Bdads Jabl ool sl (g9 alss) sipml) o Ladl” calsd Ll

274



Al e gzl U @i 8y gaalll 35ll 5L cpglic § gobiall Jaall Caylsss
g AW &yl amiall (any §5e1,

ISSN : 3141-2033 2026 (e cJs¥1 3l ¢l pons Ly AV, dmaler cgll Slubll 2 "5, 60

(40) LI

QLL:)./.«.:_”
i BLall" (s Js Ll cnglie 2530 CDLJ‘ éfa 55l L3 adse §9
Llad, ujLaJ ol cdlay Lad” sled Glilly P & aalas 4300
S a0 L LT L Lol a8 igaals” gujj sty Pl
b gl @ ol 5Ll 2929 A yé Ll

Ll o LeSme sy Tslayy Goludll 3Ll oF Osiuxdl 2alll slale @y
9 sl (il ae gylall dadlly ol cpdl e (@all) Jaddl gk yé « Jlas¥lg
o3l s finegs e 0sSG Aupall 2l 3 sl Ogtall sl Lt (Sl
SWls (Bledl b Lald¥ Ll 3 Akaall juall ade Jus gl o all
Lo o 28,005 53,3kl il I3 o laadl e Jo sl 35 < S5mill a3
9 4oy dsad (51,5 (o0 Lo Ly
oo plo b (dady) of (Uad) Lo oo Wil oWl O o) e ¥ 4l 19338 @3 (a9
2iall B Bl @ oL ool e AVl gl oo ool Lo Lzl oSl
G @ LS Jlad¥ Gilye) e bleall clay) oof lofy WS Aalisel) L oy 43,Lal1
93 Lipally pasluzel ] 8350 (gnbite ) sl U313 LS5mi aa @ all Jgaell
49 44 o
s ads O oWl o Jl polall dasll Jiss e 4hall 23l pany Isbiag
Tl Ba9 oe Lople Gliais Laaby' Jlad 4dsaS wgspall Jiasl oo Jail
" gyttt gl Jal slog "1 Jla3 43S Sl pumge § adi of (YT sleW
510y "l o Lo Y]l ol s Jad g """ s A 51 1Y )
55 51yl "nelane 535 5115,58 () 33 Lesy” a5 4l5S "Ly’ s
Ly yiin sy il ol waly” s JlaT 08 Jio ¢ gaimtll Lo A1 "0 ale
ALE (e 15155 S Lag”  JLad B i " s GIS” sy O of <3V 1mnd] "5
9D N cguSiadl " ligags dlases Yy S oy

Caatie die st Jo¥ Asgmadl oldle Al " \).H

275



Al e gzl U @i 8y gaalll 35ll 5L cpglic § gobiall Jaall Caylsss
g AW &yl amiall (any §5e1,

ISSN : 3141-2033 2026 (e cJs¥1 3l ¢l pons Ly AV, dmaler cgll Slubll 2 "5, 60

¥ @ Alaall Slhlall gag (el i of "dopall 3 Al c¥sLL"
Upe o5 OF 31 Lo @ S50 (05 (e Juiy cpslall mpall Laay 255
Ll 5 sl ey ldl aay slewd g cogmeis " dad" AN I Mie "Jasy"
Lgady "ozl Bladl § a3dly G mall sl o LU 5alls” of "dolill
Ciligt e a8 5aylell Llaall sid Y msasdl ia § aakl clla)
Bl ASLa e 05Ss o) Goalll e Ksle oyt (pslie § golall Jasll
Aeaadl oL
(azsal! Jeadl &) @ix¥l 55k1 5529 2o 58 sLuua s

LGllly Loguas Lpanll GLUSH 3 Sazmy Lo qi2¥ 35lL oLl auas,
il bl Lolsy Lud wbll LG c¥b e liges LY dojall

) . s . L% - v e (49),, &
@Mwwjuum_pu| uaj-"—.‘.-“J‘s‘ J.;a\.a.l\&p.ué.ba 4.33)3\
present tense” daiudl Ladl on Ujlas aplai¥l Gl alsel U opuso

el Bl uolie (aay § grliall Jadlly (Luglic § "Simple
B0 2l UL oy Bt udomso (paslic Yol

Punch news headlines (Thus 23 — aug — 2018)

Ayefele: Akande urges Ajimobi to bring compassion into governance

Buhari hails airport security men for returning missing bags

APC meet its match if it foments trouble when we reconvened P. D. P

. Vanguard news headlines on (Thus 23 - aug — 2018)

Obaseki inspects CBN’s school project in Isi

UN pushes Burundi to reach deal on 2020 elections

Umahi describes his opponents as noisemakers, stan’s agent

Kwankwaso laughs off Gandujes claim on visit to kano

. Thisday news haadlines on (Thus 23 - Aug — 2018)

- Inashow of confidence saraki predicts victory for P D P in 2019

Crude oil price hits two- week high S 74 as us inventories drop

P D P gives Buhari 24 hours to arrest Miyeti Allah leaders

Trump takes on former lieutenants after legal blows

4. Guardian news headlines on (Thus 23 — Aug — 2018)

Cambridge officials rate Nigerian students high in academics.
NIMASA pushes for single data window for faster economic growth
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Foundation trains students, others on prevention of heart related deaths.
US China talks raise optimism on eve of new trade tariffs.
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“A careful look at some of the headlines also could reduce laughter,
shock, surprise, and even some kind of pear. The answer lies not
just in the issues for portrayed or the kind of emotion that is
being framed but also in a careful and articulated language
employed. Notice words like “booted out”, “flee”, “showdown”
and verbs like “begs”, “floods”, “explodes”, “tricked”, “blasts”,
“fight”, “bows”, “beats”, “taunts”, “descends”, “dares” and so on.
Like is the normal parlance in the academic circle, no word is
innocent, words used in the media or anywhere else by anybody
is laden with ideological meanings that go beyond superficial
interpretation. The tune of language in these headlines tells a
media literate person that they are used to elicit some kind of
reactions from the public”.
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Abstracts:
This paper investigates issues concerning the number of linguistic sounds and
their points of articulation as articulated by ‘Abdullahi bin. Fodi, within the
framework of the traditional Arabic phonetic approach, while drawing on
insights from modern phonetic scholarship. The study begins by outlining the
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concept of the linguistic sound in both traditions, before examining the
number of sounds and their articulatory points as presented in the works of
‘Abdullahi bin. Fodi. It then reviews the positions of modern phoneticians,
highlighting areas of convergence and divergence between the two
approaches, employing a descriptive—comparative methodology. The findings
indicate that ‘Abdullahi bin. Fodi conceived the human linguistic sound as
encompassing all oral output, whether phonemic or otherwise—an
understanding that accords with modern phonetic theory, which distinguishes
between universal sounds and language-specific sounds. This demonstrates
the acuity of his insight into the nature and function of speech sounds. The
study further shows that, in line with the traditional approach, he expanded
the number of points of articulation to sixteen, whereas modern phoneticians
generally reduce them to ten or eleven. Moreover, the paper reveals that
discrepancies between traditional and modern accounts of articulatory
classification are closely linked to methodological orientations as well as
environmental, temporal, and dialectal factors, as reflected in historical and
contemporary variation in the pronunciation of certain sounds, notably the
Arabic dad. The paper concludes by underscoring the scholarly significance
of al-Bakr al-Mukit and its richness in phonetic issues deserving of further
investigation.
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Abstract
This article, entitled “Some Meanings of Augmented Triliteral Verbs in the
Diwan ‘Majma ‘u al-Abhur’ by Shaykh Muhammad Al-Nazifi: An Analytical
Study, ” aims to shed light on the meanings of augmentation in selected forms
of the triliteral verbs in the poet’s of the Anthology (Diwan). The two
researchers will adopt the methods of induction and analysis in this study,
beginning with a brief biographical background of the poet’ s and his
Anthology (Diwan), followed by a theoretical study of the augmented triliteral
verbs and its meanings according to morphologists. The study will then

examine the occurrences of the augmented triliteral verb forms in the
anthology and analyze them, clarifying the meanings indicated by each form
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within the text.The article includes the following keywords: Muhammad
Nazifi — Diwan Majma " al-Abhur — The Augmented Triliteral Verb in the
View of Morphologists — Forms of the Augmented Triliteral Verbs and Their
Meanings in the anthology (Diwan).
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Abstract:

Scholars have devoted considerable efforts to the service and preservation of
the Arabic language—the language of the Qur’an—since the earliest Islamic
centuries, employing diverse methodologies while pursuing a shared goal:
maintaining its relevance and vitality across generations. With the advent of
Islam in the city of Yobe, where Shaykh Hasan ‘Alla lived, the Arabic
language became deeply rooted in the intellectual life of its people, who
dedicated themselves to studying its grammar, structures, and stylistic
features, eventually emerging as proficient scholars in various disciplines.
They engaged in authoring books, composing poetry for multiple purposes,
and developing a strong tradition of versifying and explaining classical texts,
such that a scholar would compose a didactic poem which others would 7_~i
(explicate), refine, and annotate. Their scholarly contributions extended
across fields including acts of worship, transactions, and linguistic sciences,
particularly morphology and grammar, with many of their works still
preserved in manuscript form. In recognition of these efforts, this study
examines Shaykh Hasan °‘Alla and his contributions to Arabic morphology
through an analysis of his didactic poem, highlighting his ability to
incorporate complex morphological issues into a structured poetic form. The
study addresses key questions, including the nature of the morphological
phenomena presented in the poem, the methods by which the Shaykh employed
them, his overall methodological approach, and the extent to which his
method aligns with or differs from those of his predecessors. The article is
organized into three main sections: the first introduces the Shaykh, his
scholarly works, academic journeys, and teachers; the second discusses the
motivation behind the composition, the number of its verses, and its thematic
content; and the third presents and analyzes the morphological issues
contained in the poem. Adopting a descriptive methodology, the study
concludes with a summary of its major findings and key results.
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The Semantic Significance of Hausa Expressions Derived from
Qur’anic Verses: A Comparative Study between the Original
Meaning and Cultural Usage

By:
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Department of Arabic, Bayero University Kano
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nasirudarmal @gmail.com
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Abstract:
The profound influence of the Holy Quran on the Hausa language—one of the major
languages of West Africa—exemplifies a classic case of linguistic borrowing and
cultural adaptation. Numerous Quranic phrases and expressions have been fully or
partially incorporated into Hausa, undergoing diverse semantic changes as they
integrate into the religious, social, and everyday contexts of Hausa-speaking
communities in northern Nigeria. This study conducts a comparative semantic
analysis of selected expressions, including "Bismillah" (in the name of Allah), "In sha
Allah" (God willing), "Alhamdulillah" (praise be to Allah), and "Subhanallah" (glory
be to Allah), contrasting their original Quranic meanings—characterized by
monotheistic affirmation, blessing, reliance on divine will, and glorification of God—
with their evolved meanings in Hausa cultural usage. In Hausa, these expressions
often expand to encompass emotional (e.g., surprise or admiration), social (e.g.,
greetings or responses to inquiries about well-being), and routine contexts (e.g.,
invoking blessing before eating or work, or expressing contentment with fate). The
findings highlight that semantic changes predominantly involve broadening (the most
frequent process, allowing wider applicability in daily life), alongside occasional
narrowing or shifts, driven by cultural pragmatics that seamlessly embed these
expressions into Hausa communicative patterns while preserving their core religious
essence. Drawing on research from northern Nigerian scholars, including studies on
Quranic borrowed phrases and their adaptation in Hausa, as well as investigations
into lexico-semantic changes in Arabic-loaned items, the study underscores the
Quran's enduring role as a living source of semantic and cultural enrichment in non-
Arabic-speaking Muslim societies. Ultimately, it demonstrates how such linguistic
phenomena enrich the Hausa language and reinforce localized Islamic identity.
Keywords:
Holy Quran, Hausa language, linguistic borrowing, semantic change, semantic
broadening, cultural pragmatics, Quranic expressions, semantic adaptation, northern
Nigeria, speech acts, comparative semantics, borrowed phrases.
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ABSTRACT

This study addresses the effective role of the International Open University in
teaching the Arabic language remotely to non-native speakers, a role that has
rapidly developed in recent years. This development is due to the ease and
convenience of modern E-learning tools for remote education, as well as the
prestigious position the International Open University holds among other
universities in the field of remote Arabic language education. This research
paper is divided into an introduction and two sections. The introduction is
dedicated by the researcher to providing an overview of the International
Open University. The first section is titled "The Development of Studies at the
International Open University," and the second section is titled "The Arabic
Language Department at the International Open University." This section
consists of five topics: the programs available in the Arabic Language
Department, the content of the study system in Arabic language courses, and
the evaluation system in Arabic language courses, and the teaching method in
the Arabic Language Department at the International Open University, the
status of the Arabic Language Department at the International Open
University among other virtual universities, and the study concluded with a
conclusion in which the researcher mentioned the key findings, along with a
list of the research references.
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The researchers relied on two methodologies in their study. The researcher

used the descriptive methodology because it focuses on studying a phenomenon as it
exists, then accurately describing it by gathering information about it and
categorizing it to reach conclusions that contribute to understanding this reality. The
descriptive methodology is particularly suitable for educational matters. Along with
the use of the descriptive methodology in studying the International Open University
and its educational system, the researcher also employed the historical methodology
when discussing the history of the founding of the International Open University and

the stages of development of distance learning for the Arabic language within it.

1 - INTRODUCTION

Learning or teaching languages remotely is generally related to two other
broader fields: one is distance learning in various academic subjects, even those that
rely on pure experimental scientific lab work' | and the other is the teaching of
second and foreign languages. There is no doubt that the crisis caused by the spread
of the COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on the widespread adoption
of distance learning in both pre-university and university stages across all disciplines
in general, this crisis has had a clear impact on the teaching of the Arabic language
remotely, Many countries have resorted to teaching Arabic remotely to their students
at all educational levels, especially in higher education® , It is worth noting that

studies have proven the effectiveness of remote learning and its ability to meet the

(l)Distance education has been applied in teaching some scientific subjects that depend on
experimentation. A group of professors designed visual presentations to be shown to students remotely

via television and the Internet in teaching chemistry. This can be seen in:
(2) Simonson Michael, Smaldino Sharon, and Zvacek Susan, "Teaching and learning at distance:

Foundation of distance education”, (6th edition, USA: Library of Congress, Information Age Publishing,
2105), 2-5
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needs of learners in terms of objectives, content, and various teaching methods,

particularly in the teaching and learning of all branches of the Arabic language'® .

1-1 Previous studies:

Previous studies on teaching Arabic to non-native speakers remotely at the

International Open University are extremely limited. Therefore, reliance was placed

on websites, with a few paper references, including the following:

1-

The publication of the UNESCO Institute for Information
Technologies in Education, issued in 2023, titled
"Benchmarking for Open Universities: Guidelines and Good
Practices," discusses the International Open University on
pages 90 to 922 .

An interview with Dr. Bilal Phillips about the Open Islamic
University, its seven-year history, its challenges and hopes,"
published on the Alukah website on 15/4/2015, under the
supervision of Dr. Saad bin Abdullah Al-Hamid. The link to the
interview is [https://www.alukah.net/translations/0/85214/].
This interview includes information about the founding and
development of the International Open University over the
years.

Dr. Bilal Phillips' website, where some excerpts about the

founding of the university were published:m The website of the

(1) Stern H. H. “Fundamental concepts of language teaching.”, (Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Seventh impression 1991), 10, Also see Dr. Al-Shammari, Ageel bin Hamid Al-Zamai, “Distance
Learning: Foundations and Principles of Designing the Optimal Educational Environment from the
Psycholinguistics Perspective of Second Language Acquisition.” Research published in the series:
Linguistic Investigations, entitled: Teaching the Arabic language at a distance: reality and hopes, (first
edition, Riyadh: King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz International Center for Arabic Language Service, 2015):

18

(2) Benchmarking for Open Universities: Guidelines and Good Practices’ 90: 92
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International Open University, which contains a lot of
information about the Arabic Language Department and the

study system [https://iou.edu.gm/]

1-2 Research Questions

1- When was the International Open University established?

2- When did Arabic language studies begin at the university?

3- What are the different programs for teaching Arabic at the university?

4- What are the key facts that can be learned about the founding, development,

and departments of the International Open University?

5- What is the status of the International Open University in promoting distance
education in Arabic for non-native speakers compared to other virtual

universities?

1-3 Terminology of the Study

1-3-1 Distance Education and Distance Learning/Learning from Distance,
Education" is the noun form of the verb "to teach," while "learning" is the
noun form of the verb "to learn." The root of both words is the same, derived from
the trilateral root ,(3—&) which consists of the letters 'Ayn,' 'Lam,' and "Meem,' and it
indicates a distinction or effect by something that sets it apart from others™, From
Ibn Faris' definition of this linguistic root, it becomes clear that it refers to the effect
of the teacher or educational institution on the student, and the teacher or institution
may have a distinguishing mark that sets them apart from others, The word "distance"
is a noun derived from the trilateral root ",>———=3" which contrasts with the word

"proximity ?.

(1) See: Ibn Faris, Abu Al-Hussein Ahmad, “Language Standards.” Investigation by Professor: Abdul
Salam Haroun. (Unprinted, Beirut: Dar Al-Fikr, 1979), (Science) 4: 109

(2) Ibn Faris, Standards of Language, (after), 1: 268
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It is noted that the term "Distance education" and the term "Distance learning" or
"Learning from a distance" often appear together in many Arabic writings and
websites. Some have differentiated between the two, considering education as the
cause and learning as the result and the goal'” . However, in English, both terms are
used interchangeably, where they mention the terms and place the word "or" between
them, as in "Distance education or distance learning." This indicates that one may be
used in place of the other in English® .

The term "distance learning" overlaps with other terms that are closely related to its
meaning, which has led to the emergence of many definitions for this term, along
with more than one description of it in English, Among these descriptions are home
study, external study or degree, independent study, and other terms that are partially
or entirely related to it, such as correspondence education, mail education, broadcast

education, and other terms, which have reached up to eighteen different terms® .

(1) Consider the difference between the two terms: “teaching and learning process”. Article published
on 6/17/2022, Anbar University, College of Education for Girls, retrieved on 5/1/2024, link
https://www.uoanbar.edu.ig/WomenEducationCollege/CMS.php?1D=300

(2) What are the differences between distance education and online learning? - JAIN “E-learning

platform” Deemed to-be university- Bangalore- India- 24 Feb-2022- https://onlinejain.com/blogs /what—

are—differences—between—distance—education—and—-online—learning Accessed 1April 2024, and Michael

Simonson & Gary A Berg, "Distance learning”. https:::www.britannica.com:topic:distance-learning, last
update 9 Feb 2024, Accessed 2 March 2025

(3) Consider: Sharqi, Nadia, “Ingredients for the Success of Distance Education” (5/17/2018), retrieved
on 6/4/2024, from the website https:::ila.io:8d9uv, and in Wikipedia all of these terms are equal in

meaning to the term “learning from distance.”’, Wikipedia, Home study, was edited on 27 September

2023, link https:::en.wikipedia.org:wiki:Home study & Wikipedia, External degree, was edited on 15

May 2022, link https:::en.wikipedia.org:wiki:External_degree & Wikipedia, independent study, was

edited on 11 November 2023 link https:::en.wikipedia.org:wiki:Independent study, Also considered:
Abdul Wahab Abdullah Al-Maamari, “The Quality System in Open and Distance Learning.” Scientific
Development Journal for Studies and Research, Yemen, first issue (2020): 78
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Distance learning can generally be defined, based on definitions found in various
studies, as encompassing all types of education and learning within recognized
formal institutions. It is the process of transferring knowledge to the learner at their
geographical location without the need for their physical presence in the educational
institution, the learner is distant from the teacher either in space, time, or both, this
type of learning involves delivering knowledge, skills, and educational materials
through two-way communication using media for transmitting auditory or visual
information (live, recorded, or printed), or through various technological methods
like computers or the internet. In this model, the learner is separated from the teacher
or the educational facilitator, and technology is used to bridge the gap between the
two parties, simulating face-to-face communication. Distance learning is based on

self-directed learning, where the learner relies on themselves™” .

1 -3 -2- Open Education
The term "Open Education" is closely related to the term "Distance
Learning/Teaching," and some have argued that they are synonymous and used

interchangeably(z) , However, some researchers believe they are not identical; rather,

(1) See the collection of definitions of distance education: Al-Farra, Ismail Saleh, “Distance Learning
and Open Education: Roots, Concepts, and Justifications.” The Palestinian Journal of Open Distance
Education, Palestine, Volume One, Issue One, January (2007): 17, and Al-Tahih, Salem Marzouk,
“Distance Learning and E-Learning, Concepts and Experiences: The Arab Experience.” (Second edition,
Kuwait: Kuttab Company 2011): 13, and Masoud, Khairiya Hussein, “Open University Education and

Distance Education ) ”.(Faculty of Education, Mansoura University, research presented to the First
International Scientific Conference, February 2013): 945, and Amer Tariq Abdel Raouf, “Distance
Education and Open Education.” (Unprinted, Amman: Dar Al-Yazouri Scientific Publishing and
Distribution, 2013): 3, and “Distance education, its concept, tools and strategies.” Issued by the King
Salman Humanitarian Aid and Relief Centre, (United Nations Educational, Educational and Cultural
Organization, UNESCO, 2020): 14

(2) See Al-Sharhan, Salah Ayed, “Distance Education and Open Education in the Arab World: Towards
Development and Creativity,” 2, and Al-Maamari, “The Quality System in Open Education and Distance
Learning”: 76, and see also

Difference between open schooling and distance learning? (Without a date of publish- Accessed: 1st
May 2024 https://sscoaching.in/Difference-open-distance-learning-_1224.html
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they merely share some things in common ) . They also have many common
features® . However, distance learning is an older method and a broader term than
"open education." Open education is one of the many applications of distance
learning. Additionally, open education is mostly confined to higher education
studies® . Often, the term "university" is placed between the two parts of the term
"open education," thus becoming "open university education® ."

Open education is typically governed by an educational institution with a formal
structure, while distance learning is used in the context of providing knowledge in
open education through a university called the "open university." Therefore, open
education can be defined as higher education that enables learners to study at times
and places suited to their individual circumstances and needs. Communication
between the learner and the educational institution takes place through mechanical
and electronic devices, printing tools, and other specific means. The focus is on the
student rather than the educational institution® . Thus, it can be said that open
education is an institutionalized, university-level, distance education that
fundamentally relies on flexibility in terms of student admission, selection, methods

of teaching, timing, and location.

(1) Bri Stauffer, "What’s the difference between online learning and distance learning?". (CTE
Curriculum for Middle and High School Teachers. Available at:

https:::www.aeseducation.com:blog:online-learning-vs—distance-learning' published: 5 October 2020,

(2) See: Amer, Tariq Abdel Raouf “Distance and Open Education”: Introduction IIT
(3) Al-Maamari, “Quality System in Open and Distance Learning,” 74: 76

(4) See: Al-Farra, Ismail Saleh, “Distance Learning and Open Education: Roots, Concepts, and
Justifications™: 17

(5) Here’s the translation of the Arabic text into English: "Reference: Mahmoud, Hussein Bashir, 'The
Open University, University of the Future.' (12th National Conference: Development of the Performance
of Arab Universities in the Light of Total Quality, Ain Shams University, Center for University
Education Development, Cairo, 2005): 136, and Al-Basha, Ali Hussein, 'The Effectiveness of Using the
Internet in Teaching English to Open Education Students in the Syrian Arab Republic.' (Doctoral Thesis,
Omdurman Islamic University, Republic of Sudan, 2012): 82, and Masoud, Khairiya, '‘Open University
Education and Distance Learning,' 945."
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1 -3 -3 The Open University

The term "Open University" refers to a modern model of higher education
that expands access to university education for those who were unable to attend for
various reasons. It takes advantage of technological advancements in the field of
information and communications. This type of education is characterized by
flexibility in dealing with students, regardless of their ages or locations. Education in
Open Universities relies on a distance learning system, which includes the use of
modern technological tools in teaching™ . Additionally, these Open Universities
establish offices in the countries of remote learners to ensure a smoother and more
flexible experience in this type of education®, The origins of this term date back to
the Open University in Britain, which was officially established in 1969, and began
its studies in 19719 .

1 — 3 — 4 International Open University
This term is one of the newly introduced terms specific to the university based in
Banjul (the capital of Gambia)® . It refers to a model of higher education that is
delivered remotely, open to all students from all over the world without being
restricted to any specific country or age group.
The main conditions for joining the International open university can be summarized
in the following three conditions:
= A student enrolling in an accredited bachelor's degree program must have at least a

high school diploma or its equivalent, meaning the student must have completed

(1) See: Mahmoud, Hussein, “The Open University, the University of the Future”: 137
(2) See: Al-Maamari, “The Quality System in Open and Distance Learning”: 76

(3) See: Qarnaba, Qamar al-Din Ali, “The Open University in Britain.” (Arab Organization for Culture
and Science, Experts’ Symposium to Study the Possibility of Establishing the Arab Open University,
Amman, 1979): 52

(4) Requirements of the bachelor degree at I0U: https:::iou.edu.gm:stream:bais:requirements:
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twelve years of schooling before joining the university™”. However, a student wishing
to join the Intensive Arabic Language Program does not need to meet this condition,
as the program is available to all students who know the basics of reading and writing
in Arabic®®

= The student must have access to a computer connected to the internet, with a good
ability to use it.

= The student should have a good knowledge of the English language to
communicate with the university administration, as most of the university staff and
most of the study programs for students rely on the use of English for teaching. This
is because the university was originally established for English speakers.

The study at the International open university is characterized by a high degree of
flexibility for students. Therefore, it can be said that the International open university
is based in The Gambia and offers distance learning, accessible to all students from
around the world, without being limited by any specific country or region, This is in
contrast to other open universities that are tied to a specific region, such as the Open
University in the UK, which is only available to residents of the UK® , another
feature of the International open university is that students are not restricted by a

specific age to join® .

) s 3 ki Requirements of the  bachelor  degree at I10U:
https:::iou.edu.gm:stream:bais:requirements:

(2) https: //iou.edu.gm/stream/iap/

(3) See Qurnabi, “The International Open University in Britain”: 58, and Al-Khatib, Ahmad Mahmoud,
“The Open University”. Education Magazine, Qatar National Commission for Education, Culture and

Science, Issue No. 83, (1987): 84.
) Wikipedia: International Open University

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Open_University
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1 —3 — 5 Teaching Arabic Remotely to Non-Native Speakers
The term "learners of Arabic who are non-native speakers" refers to those who study
Arabic as a foreign or second language, rather than as native speakers. For example,
if an English speaker learns Arabic, it is considered a foreign language for them. This
language is referred to by several terms, such as the second language, foreign
language, secondary language, or weak language'” . It is worth noting that when we
talk about "teaching Arabic to non-native speakers," the term can be expressed in
various similar ways, such as teaching Arabic to non-Arabs, foreigners, or those
speaking other languages, The most common term among researchers is "teaching
Arabic to speakers of other languages," though this term can be somewhat long.
Therefore, many researchers prefer to say more concisely, "teaching Arabic to non-
native speakers" It is important to note that distance education is not a recent
phenomenon that emerged with the invention of the steam engine, as noted by
Western scholars® , or by Arab scholars who followed their approach, In fact, studies
have shown that distance education for Arabic language learning via correspondence

has been a part of the authentic Arab heritage since the 3rd century AH® .

2 - DISTANCE TEACHING OF ARABIC FOR NON-NATIVE
SPEAKERS AT THE INTERNATIONAL OPEN UNIVERSITY

2-1 Introduction (Introduction to the International open university)
The idea of establishing the International Open University originates from its

founder, Dr. Bilal Philips, born in Jamaica in 1947. He grew up in Canada and

(1) Stern «“Fundamental concepts of language teaching.”, 9

(2) Rumble, Greville, "The costs of providing online student support services". (Germany, the 20th
World Conference of the International Council for Open and Distance education, April 2001): 73 See
also: Schlosser, Lee Ayers, and Simonsen, Michael, “Distance Education and E-Learning Terminology.”
Translated by Dr. Nabil Jad Azmi, (2nd ed., Muscat: Beirut Library, 2015), 7.

(3) See: Abu Dhawi, Ibrahim, “Distance Education between Western Attribution and Arabic Rooting,
Teaching Arabic Language at a Distance as a Model,” Al Qasimia University Journal of Arabic

Language and Literature, Volume 2, Issue 1, December (2023): 177.
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embraced Islam in 1972. Afterward, he studied Arabic at the Islamic University of
Madinah and then became a teacher at the Manarat Al-Riyadh Islamic School for ten
years" , he obtained a master’s degree in Islamic studies from the University of
Riyadh in 1985 and completed his doctoral thesis in Islamic theology at the
University of Wales in the United Kingdom in 1994 | In the same year, He founded
the Islamic Information Centre in Dubai, United Arab Emirates® .

He also worked as a lecturer in Arabic and Islamic studies for ten years at the
American University in Dubai” . During his time at this university, in 2000, he had
the idea of creating an Islamic university that would operate remotely, like the
American Open University in Washington and the London Open College® . At these
universities, educational materials and recorded tapes were sent to students at their
places of residence via postal mail. The goal of creating the International Open
University was to use information technology as a substitute for sending educational
materials to students, Dr. Bilal began to collaborate with some computer
programmers to implement this idea, Specialists in computer science developed a
system that enabled students to register for the university online, and a database was
created for registered students who paid their tuition fees through bank transfers or
Western Union, the university started with just one course, titled "The Ethical

Foundations of Islamic Culture." Students were able to access the educational

(1) Translated from Dr. Bilal Philips' official website, https:/bilalphilips.com/about/

(2) See its translation, its official website: https://bilalphilips.com/about/, and see also Narmin Al-
Shal’s article, “Canadian Dr. Bilal Philips: Islam is a cure for all of humanity’s problems,” an article
published in the Egyptian newspaper Akhbar Al-Youm on February 17, 2023, retrieved on June 10,

2024, link: https://akhbarelyom.com/news/newdetails/4019873/1/

(3) See the article entitled: “Dr. Bilal Philips,” Islam Story website, supervised by Dr. Ragheb Al-
Sarjani, 7/23/2008, retrieved on 6/10/2024, link http://97.105.52.213/ar/artical/21526

(4) His official website is https:/bilalphilips.com/about/

(5) An article entitled: “An interview with Dr. Bilal Philips about the Islamic Open University, and a
seven-year history with it, pains and hopes,” Al-Alokah website, supervised by Dr. Saad bin Abdullah

Al-Hamid, dated 4/15/2015, retrieved on 5/5/2024, link: https://www.alukah.net/translations/0/85214/
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materials at their places of residence through a dedicated website, this took place in

2001, the year the university was founded™.

2-2 Chapter 1: The Evolution of Studies at the International Open
University
The study at the International Open University began modestly, starting with only
one course on Islamic ethics, titled "The Ethical Foundations of Islamic Culture." The
educational materials for this course consisted of texts and articles uploaded to a
website that students could read or download to their personal computers. However,
these materials lacked audio or visual content and included only simple midterm
exams. The texts were divided into units. Afterward, the university ceased its
academic activities for a period, and this situation remained until 2006 when efforts
began to develop the university's study system using Moodle as an educational
platform® . In that year, two courses in Islamic studies were offered, and the number
of courses gradually increased. A diploma program in Islamic studies was launched in
2007, which included fourteen short courses® . The year 2007 marks the true
beginning of the university’s expansion when it was officially named the Islamic
Online University®® . In this period, audio and video lectures were recorded for each
course, and textual content for each lecture was provided as a PowerPoint
presentation, which was then converted into a PDF file. Following this, various
departments were created within the university, bringing the total number of

departments to seven: Islamic Studies, Arabic Language, Economics, Business

(1) International Open University

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Open_University#cite_note—NigerTimesFees-3

(2) UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in Education “Benchmarking for Open
Universities: Guidelines and Good Practices” (Published by the UNESCO Institute for Information
Technologies in Education ,Mosco, 2023), 91

(3) The official website of Dr. Bilal Philips is https:/bilalphilips.com/iou/
(4) the previous references

(5) UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in Education “Benchmarking for Open
Universities: Guidelines and Good Practices”, 90
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Administration, Education, Psychology, and Information Technology'” . In January
2020, the name was changed from the Islamic Online University to the International
Open University when the National Accreditation and Quality Assurance Authority in

The Gambia began recognizing the university’s programs®® .

2-3 Chapter 2: The Arabic Language Department at the International
Open University
The Arabic Language Department at the university began by offering the "Intensive
Arabic Program," which is a program for beginners in Arabic that enables them to

read, write, and express themselves, with a focus on learning Arabic Grammar.

2-3-1 Programs Available in the Arabic Language Department
Since its establishment, the university has offered a variety of programs, including:
1-The Intensive Arabic Program (IAP), which was the first program introduced by
the university in the Arabic Language Department. It was launched in 2008, after the
Islamic Studies Diploma program was introduced, and before the official
establishment of the Arabic Language Department in 2012. In this program, students
study the book Arabic Grammar Made Easy, which explains Arabic grammar for
beginners in English. The book was written by Dr. Bilal Philips. Students also study
Al-Tuhfa Al-Sunniya in the Explanation of Al-Muqaddimah Al-Ajrumiya. The
Intensive Arabic Program consists of eight intensive courses spread over four
academic terms, with two courses in each term® . The courses are taught using

English, and the program is designed for beginners learning the Arabic language.

(1) For more information about these departments, please visit the university website

https://iou.edu.gm/
(2) Wikipedia: International Open University

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Open_University#cite_note—NigerTimesFees—3

(3) See the International Open University website https://iou.edu.gm/stream/iap/
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2- The bachelor’s Program in Arabic Language Studies (BA ALS), which is
recognized by the Gambia's NAQAA, was initially launched in 2014 under the name
"Bachelor in Arabic Language." However, this version of the program was not
accredited. The program primarily focuses on a range of curricula designed for non-
native Arabic speakers. Its foundation is based on the curriculum of Imam
Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University for teaching Arabic to non-native speakers.
The program continued until the fall of 2020, after which it was paused. It received
accreditation from Gambia starting in March 2021, following the addition of some
new courses. The name was changed to "Bachelor of Arts in Arabic Language
Studies (BA ALS)." This program is the first at the university to be recognized by
Gambia's quality assurance agency.

The program consists of four academic years during which the student studies thirty-
six courses in Arabic. The system of study is primarily designed for English-speaking
students, as the instructors use Arabic with the assistance of English for
explanations” . In the first semesters of the program, the focus is on teaching Arabic
with the help of English. Gradually, the instructors reduce the use of English until it

is eliminated in the eighth and final semester of the program.

3 — Master’s Program in Arabic Language Studies, (MA ALS) which is also

recognized by The Gambia. This program includes two tracks or systems:

A - The research-based track MA ALS (Research-based), which consists of only one
course focused on writing research papers and theses in Arabic. This course is taught
over an entire semester, specifically the first semester, during which the student
writes their research plan. Afterward, there are three additional semesters during

which the student works on their research. The total duration of the program is two

(1) nttps:/fiou.edu.gm/stream/ba-als/
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years at a minimum, and in certain cases, the duration can be extended. The program

began in the fall of 2023 .

B - The coursework-based track (MA ALS) consists of twelve courses, which the
student completes over two semesters, taking six courses each semester. In the
second semester, the student selects a research topic and writes an initial plan. The
student then begins writing the research paper at the start of the third semester until
the end of the fourth semester. The duration of study in this track is also two years.
The difference between this track and the research-based track lies in the scope of the
research. In the research-only track, the thesis is much larger in size compared to the
coursework-based track. Specifically, the word count for the research in the first track

is twice that of the second track. The study in this track began in the spring of 2024.

4- MA Diploma Program in Arabic Language Studi (Bridge to MA in Arabic
language studies) BM ALS

The BM ALS Diploma qualifies students to join the MA in Arabic Language Studies
program at the International Open University. The duration of study in this diploma is
three semesters, and in each semester the student studies five advanced subjects in
the Arabic language and literature. The total of what the student studies in this
diploma is fifteen subjects, after which the student is eligible to join the MA in
Arabic Language Studies.

Anyone who wants to join this diploma must have a bachelor’s degree in any of the

knowledge specializations, with a sufficient knowledge of the Arabic language. He

(1) nhttps:/Jiou.edu.gm/stream/ma-alsr/
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must also pass the designated test in the Arabic language with a score of 60% or more

before joining this diploma ™ .

2-3-2 Contents of the Arabic Language Course Study System

Each course in the Arabic Language Department consists of the following
educational materials:

1-Curriculum: Each course has a book or a set of books that are taught during the
course, available in PDF format. The materials are accessible to students on the

course page, where they can download them at any time to their personal computers.

2- Recorded Audio and Video Lectures: There are thirty lectures for each course,
with each lecture lasting one full hour. Students can watch or download the lectures
through their specific link on the Campus portal. Each lecture is divided into three
parts. The professor records the lecture using Camtasia Studio, after which the
university's [T department edits and uploads the lectures to the university's Moodle

platform.

3 .The Reading Material for the Lecture:** Each of the thirty lectures has a
specific reading material prepared by the professor, based on the syllabus and course
materials. The professor prepares this material using a PowerPoint presentation. This
reading material is made available alongside the recorded lecture on the course page,
and students can download it anytime they need it. It is worth noting that during the
recording of the lectures, the professor displays the text on the computer screen using

PowerPoint.

(1) nttps:/fiou.edu.gm/stream/ma-alsc/
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4. Weekly Live Sessions:** This is another component, separate from the thirty
recorded lectures, consisting of fifteen live sessions. A teaching assistant is assigned
to each course to conduct these live sessions with students. In each live session, the
teaching assistant explains and summarizes two of the thirty recorded lectures created
by the professor. During the live sessions, students engage in discussions with the
instructor about any difficulties or unclear concepts they encounter in their studies.
After each live session, the teaching assistant uploads the session to the course page,
making it available for students to access anytime they need it.

5- Midterm Review Lecture, which is a live lecture announced by the teaching
assistant on the course forum, with its scheduled time. It is available for student
attendance, and in it, the teaching assistant reviews the first fifteen lectures. After the
review, the session is uploaded to the course page to be available to all students as
well.

6- Final Review Lecture, which is like the previous one, but it serves as a summary
and review of the second half of the lectures'”, specifically from the sixteenth to the

thirtieth lecture.

2-3-3 -Evaluation System in Arabic Language Courses

The evaluation of each course is divided as follows:

1. Module Test: Each of the thirty modules in any of the Arabic Language
Department's courses contains ten multiple-choice questions, After the
student finishes listening to the lecture, they must answer these questions
within a time limit set by the system, Once the student submits their answers,
the system automatically adds the module test scores to the student's grade.

2. The Assignment: Each Arabic language course has a specific assignment.

For beginner students, the assignment consists of brief questions. For higher-

(1) nttps:/fiou.edu.gm/stream/ma-alsc/
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level students, the assignment is an essay that the student writes, complete
with footnotes and comments, Student assignments represent research work
that the student answers over a long period, often extending over a month or
more, At the end of the given period, the student uploads their assignment to
their personal page, and then the teaching assistant manually grades the
assignment after it has been checked for plagiarism using plagiarism

detection platforms.

3- Midterm Exam, which evaluates the first fifteen lectures. It is divided into two
sections. The first section contains a variety of multiple-choice questions, with a set
time limit provided by the system to answer these questions. The grades are
automatically added to the student's total score. The second section consists of short
or medium-length open-ended questions, which are graded by the teaching assistant.
The grades for these questions are then added to the multiple-choice questions for the
midterm exam.

4- Final Exam, which is the same as the midterm exam, except that the midterm
covers only the first fifteen lectures, while the final exam covers all thirty lectures. It
is worth noting that the university has centers around the world where exams are
conducted, the student goes to the center located in their place of residence to take
the exam there.

The distribution of grades is as follows:

No. Evaluation Percentage for Each Evaluation
1 Unit Questions 20%
2 Assignment 20%
3 Midterm 30%
Exam
4 Final Exam 30%
Total 100%
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2-3-4 Teaching Methods in the Arabic Department at the University
The university is primarily aimed at native English speakers, and it relies on a
combination of two teaching methods for Arabic language instruction: the grammar-

translation method and the direct method™® .

For example, in the undergraduate stage, the students begin with the grammar-
translation method, This method undoubtedly attracts many students, as translation
greatly eases the difficulties of learning a foreign language, as students’ progress to
higher levels towards the end of their undergraduate studies, there is a gradual shift
away from this method, and the direct method is used, meaning instruction is given
entirely in Arabic without the use of a helping language. In the master's stage,

English is no longer used at all, and Arabic is relied upon exclusively.

2-3-5 The position of the Arabic Language Department at the

International Open University among other virtual universities

in 2018, the International Open University was ranked among the top six
universities for distance learning in the Middle East. However, it was removed from

this list in June 2020’ , Generally, the International Open University is considered

(1) The definition of these two methods and the advantages and disadvantages of each are discussed in:
Al-Usayli, Abdul Aziz bin Ibrahim, “Methods of Teaching Arabic to Speakers of Other Languages,” (no
edition, Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University, 2002), 33: 50, 60: 75.

(2) The Best Online Middle Eastern Studies Programs, link: https: //successfulstudent.org/best-online—

middle—eastern—studies—programs/ last update, 26th March 2024, assessed 13/6/2024 «International

Open  University https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Open_University#cite_note—

NigerTimesFees-3
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one of the most diverse universities in terms of the nationalities of its students, with
the number of students reaching 435,000 in 2018 from 250 countries'” .

Additionally, the Kenyan newspaper Tuko ranked the International Open
University sixth among the top seven accredited universities for distance learning in
Africa in 2021%.

It is worth noting that the UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in
Education published a report in 2023 titled "Benchmark Standards for Open
Universities: Guidelines and Best Practices.® " The UNESCO Institute mentioned
the International Open University several times in this report, dedicating a special
section to it on pages 90 to 92. It was also noted that the university had over four
hundred thousand students in 2022.

As for the Arabic Language Department at the International Open University, it
focuses on promoting the Arabic language among non-native speakers, particularly
English speakers. It is noticeable that the fees at the International Open University
are relatively low, which explains the large interest from populations in countries
where English is an official language in learning Arabic. Examples of such countries
include some African nations like Nigeria and Kenya, as well as Asian countries like
Pakistan, India, Malaysia, and Indonesia, Generally, most students in the Arabic
Language Department at the university come from these countries, with a few
students from other nationalities around the world.

Many prestigious institutions and universities have recognized the degrees awarded

by the International Open University, for example, an Indonesian student received a

(1) slamic Online University signs agreement with FBC, last update 11/4/2018, Assessed 14/6/2024,
Link.https://web.archive.org/web/20190923170413/http: //ayvnewspaper.com/index.php/k2—

categories/politics /item/5024-islamic—-online-university—signs—agreement-with—fbc

(2) Top distance learning universities in Africa to enroll in 2021, last update 28th April 2021, Assessed
13/6/2024 https://www.tuko.co.ke /408497 -top—distance-learning—universities—africa—enroll-2021.html

(3) This is a translation of the original document entitled ‘Benchmarking for Open Universities:

Guidelines and Good Practices.’
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master's degree in Arabic from the university, and this degree was then recognized by
the Ministry of Higher Education in Indonesia. Additionally, King Saud University in
Saudi Arabia also recognized this degree. As a result, the student completed his

doctoral dissertation at King Saud University™ .

3- RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

e The actual study at the International open university began in 2007.

e The International open university was initially named "Islamic University
via/through the Internet" before changing to its current name in 2020.

e The International open university is one of the largest virtual universities
offering Arabic language and Islamic studies through distance learning in the
Islamic world, with over 400,000 students in 2022.

e The first program accredited by the Quality Assurance and Accreditation
Authority in The Gambia was the bachelor’s in Arabic studies, which started
in 2021.

e Many prestigious academic institutions have recognized the degrees granted
by the Arabic Language Department at the International open university.

e The International open university is ranked among the most famous and best
universities in terms of distance learning systems in the Middle East.

e The UNESCO Institute for Information Technologies in Education listed the
International Open University among the open universities adhering to

quality standards in educational technology in its 2023 report.
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